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Field Trip Reminders 

We are delighted that you chose the expERIEnce Children’s Museum for your 

field trip destination.  We look forward to hosting your students for your special 

day!  To help make your field trip a success we recommend the following:   

1.  Provide one adult chaperone for every five students.  These chaperones will be 

admitted for free for the field trip. Chaperones must guide the students through the 

museum at all times. 

 

2. Payment must be received no later than the day of the field trip and a group payment 

must be made in order to receive the discounted field trip rate.  

 

3. Have an exact count of students, chaperones and paying adults before you enter the 

museum.  

 

4. Have each child wear a name-tag to help chaperones with their group assignment.  

 

5. Before your arrival divide your group into three and assign the groups to a floor 

rotation.  We will provide you with instructions for guiding your students’ experience 

at the museum.  A student guided experience will provide more educational benefit to 

the students.  

 

6. Students must be supervised at all times.   While it is absolutely fun to be at the 

expERIEnce Children’s Museum, it is not a playground and student time should be 

strongly guided.  

 

7. Students must use their inside voices and walking feet during their visit.  No Jumping!   

 

8. Chaperones are responsible for ensuring that exhibit materials are returned to their 

proper place and that proper care and respect is given to museum property.  

 

9. Keep in mind that other museum guests and families may be visiting the museum at 

the same time as your field trip.   

 

10. Food and drink are only permitted in designated eating areas.  
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Teacher Checklist 

o Review the entire field trip teacher guide.  

o Arrange for one adult chaperone for every five students.   

o Have payment gathered in order to pay the expERIEnce Children’s 

museum for the entire field trip attendees.  

o Prepare name-tags for each student and divide them into three groups 

with one chaperone for every five students.  

o Assign a schedule for each group and include lunch time if eating at the 

museum.  

o Review educational materials provided by the museum and prepare 

chaperones to guide students with activities on each floor.  

o Discuss educational goals and organized activities with chaperones before 

leaving the school.  

o Review field trip reminders with all chaperones.  

o Provide a list of students that each chaperone will be responsible for.  

o Complete a final count before leaving the school.  

o Don’t forget to complete a final student and chaperone count again 

before leaving the museum.  
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Field Trip Itinerary 

School Name: _______________________________________ 

Teacher Name:______________________________________ 

School Contact:______________________________________ 

Chaperone Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Names of Students in Chaperone’s Group: 

1. ___________________________________________ 

 

2. ___________________________________________ 

 

3. ___________________________________________ 

 

4. ___________________________________________ 

 

5. ___________________________________________ 

 

School Departure Time:______  Museum Departure Time:_______ 

Schedule: 

   

 

 

 

In case of an emergency please find a staff member at the front desk. 
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Sample Museum Floor Rotation with Outside 

 Group A Group B Group C Group D 

10:00-10:30 Ground Floor Basement Outside 2nd Floor 
10:30-11:00 Outside Ground Floor 2nd Floor Basement 

11:00-11:30 2nd Floor Lunch Ground Floor Outside 
11:30-12:00 Lunch 2nd Floor Basement Ground Floor 

12:00-12:30 2nd Floor Outside Lunch 2nd Floor 
12:30-1:00 Basement Outside 2nd Floor Lunch 

 

Sample Museum Floor Rotation w/o outside 

 Group A Group B Group C Group D 

10:00-10:30 Ground Floor Basement Ground Floor 2nd Floor 

10:30-11:00 Ground Floor 2nd Floor Basement Ground Floor 
11:00-11:30 2nd Floor Lunch Ground Floor Ground Floor 

11:30-12:00 Lunch 2nd Floor 2nd Floor Basement 
12:00-12:30 2nd Floor Ground Floor Lunch 2nd Floor 

12:30-1:00 Basement Ground Floor 2nd Floor Lunch 
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Education Guide 

Museum Rules:  

Children must be with chaperones/adults at all times 

Walking feet only 

Inside voices only 

Part of play is putting away 

All food must remain inside the designated areas 

 

Please use the following education guide to engage children at 

exhibits.  
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Creativity Floor Exhibit (Basement Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Open Studio 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Creative Thinking and Expression and Math 

Children will: 

 paint and draw using lines and shapes 

 create pictures with different colors utilizing different materials 

 compare their artwork with others 

Suggested Activities: 

Follow the steps listed on how to draw a forest animal from basic shapes.  

Practice painting with different brushes.  Ask students to match brushes to shapes 

they created.   

Use chalk, water color paint, marker, color pencil, and crayon to create a picture.  

Mix colors with the water color paint to create new colors.  

Visit the Kids Art Gallery and leave a picture behind.  Ask students if they can find 

a picture that is like theirs or that used the same art tools.  Ask students if there is 

art that makes them feel something such as happy, sad, confused, excited etc… 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Creativity Floor Exhibit (Basement Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Light Box 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Math and Science 

Children will: 

 create patterns with shapes and colors 

 create a symmetrical design  

 compose three dimensional shapes 

 practice color mixing 

Suggested Activities: 

Use the magnetic shapes to build a three dimensional object.  Each student can 

take turns placing what they built on top of the light box.  

Use the magnetic shapes to create a symmetrical design. Symmetry is the 

identical reflection of one side.   

Use the magnetic shapes to create a pattern.  Have each student identify the 

pattern in each other’s work.   

Use the color paddles to mix colors.  Ask the students if they can create orange, 

purple, and green by combining the color paddles on the light box.  

 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Creativity Floor Exhibit (Basement Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Magnet Wall 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Math and Language and Literacy 

Children will: 

 sort and group magnets into like objects and then count 

 spell sight words with magnetic letters 

 sort letters from numbers 

 sort colors 

Suggested Activities: 

Sort letters from numbers and place letters and numbers in order. 

Group and match shapes and colors. 

Build a color, shape, letter, or number pattern. 

Spell as many sight words as you can on the wall in two minutes. 

Try to find how many words you can make from a root word such as children.  

Build a picture from shapes. 

 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Creativity Floor Exhibit (Basement Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Reading Corner 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Language and Literacy 

Children will: 

 choose a book, hold a book, flip through pages and read (if age 

appropriate) 

 identify if the book is fictional (story) or non-fictional (informational) 

 identify the author and illustrator of a book 

 Practice sight words and letter recognition 

Suggested Activities: 

Ask each student in your group to choose a book from the shelf and then when 

done with activities return the book properly to the shelf.   

Ask each student to hold the book, turn the pages and find the author and 

illustrator of the book.    

For K-2nd Grade ask each student to find as many sight words as they can in two 

minutes.  Students can write the sight words on a piece of paper in marker, 

crayon or colored pencil (you can find these materials in open studio).   

For Pre-K ask students to find letters that they recognize in the book.  

 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Explore Floor Exhibits (1st Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning experience. 

Water Table and Paint with Water 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science, Math, Social and Emotional 

Children will  

 play cooperatively with others 

 observe cause and effect 

 experiment with sink vs. float 

 initiate in critical thinking and problem solving 

 describe differences between a river and a pond/lake 

 describe changes in matter 

Suggested Activities: 

Sink Vs. Float: Ask students to predict what will float and sink in the water table. 

Test objects provided at the water table.  

Dam Building: Ask students how they could raise the water level in order to create 

a pond/lake for boats, ducks and fish. 

Boat and Duck races: Ask students how they could build a channel for a boat/duck 

race.  Does closing the channel at the end make a difference in the race?   

Fishing: Ask students if it is easier to fish in a moving stream or in a lake/pond.   

Ask students to write/paint with water and observe what happens as they step 

back.  The liquid we see on the wall evaporates and turns into a gas we can’t see.  

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  



Page 13 of 22 
 

Explore Floor Exhibit (1st Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Water Works 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science, Math, Social Studies 

Children will: 

 learn how water is used in the community (drinking, cleaning, fire 

protection) 

 learn how lake Erie water is cleaned for drinking  

 learn what fish live in lake Erie 

 identify lake Erie as one of five great lakes 

 identify water as one of the earth’s natural resources 

Suggested Activities: 

Count the number of fish and how many different types of fish in the tank.  

Count the number of fire hydrants in the exhibit.  

Match fish in the tank with their silhouette and name each type of fish. 

Follow the water from the fish tank and into the Erie Water Works building.   

Turn handle and discover how water is used in our community. 

Find Lake Erie on the table map.  

Find the Lake Erie sign and read why Lake Erie is so special! 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Explore Floor Exhibit (1st Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Bedrock Cave 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science and Social and Emotional 

Children will: 

 learn that the earth is constantly changing 

 identify features on the earth’s surface 

 identify different types of earth’s materials  

 practice lining up and taking turns 

Suggested Activities: 

Chaperones should be stationed inside the cave as well as outside the cave.   

Practice getting in a line and taking turns down the slide.  

Find the cave art (pictograph) inside the cave and ask students if they can tell a 

story from the art.  

Find the fossils inside the cave and ask students what plants and animals they 

think they once were.  You can find ferns, dinosaur claws, dinosaur eggs, dinosaur 

bones. Fossils are formed when minerals replace bone or plant material over 

time.  

Find the stalagmites and stalactites and ask students why these form in caves.  

Note: Water or lava forms caves. The bedrock cave is a limestone cave where 

years of water eroded the earth into a cave. Stalagmite and stalactites form from 

dripping water carrying calcite minerals.  

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Imagination Floor Exhibit (2nd Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Wegman’s Kids Market 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Math, Health, Social Studies 

Children will: 

 identify food groups and design a meal using several types  

 calculate the cost of a meal 

 calculate the total calories of a meal 

 buy and sell goods 

 identify a type of business 

Suggested Activities: 

Ask students to shop for one fruit, vegetable, grain, dairy and protein. RETURN 

ALL ITEMS.  Can also gather food and ask students which food group they belong. 

Ask students to shop for one red, orange, yellow, green, and blue food. RETURN 

ALL ITEMS. 

Create a math story for Pre-K and Kindergarten students and ask them to shop for 

“X” number of fruits, “X” number of vegetables etc.  All students return to 

chaperone with fruit and the group counts all the fruit gathered.  Return some of 

the fruit and count what is left.  RETURN ALL ITEMS.  Repeat this activity and 

change the number and type of food.  

Practice adding with 1st and 2nd grades and ask students to calculate both cost and 

calories of their chosen meal.  Prices and calories are posted in the grocery store.  

RETURN ALL ITEMS.   
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Imagination Floor Exhibit (2nd Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Old Town Bank 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Math, Financial Literacy, Social Studies 

Children will: 

 make a deposit and withdrawal from the bank 

 make change using coins and paper currency  

 identify coins and paper currency and their value 

 identify a type of business 

Suggested Activities: 

How much money is in the bank? Ask students to take turns and count the total 

pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, half dollars, one dollar bills, five dollar bills, ten 

dollar bills, twenty dollar bills, fifty dollar bills, and one hundred dollar bills.  

Group one dollar bills into groups of ten and then count groups of ten. 

Make a withdrawal from the bank.   Count how much money is left in the bank.   

Make a deposit into the bank.  Count how much money is in the bank.   

Practice making change.  A problem of the day will be listed in the bank to help 

you. 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Imagination Floor Exhibit (2nd Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Eriez Magnetics 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science 

Children will: 

 identify what materials are attracted to magnets 

 use a magnet to attach an object 

 observe magnetic poles 

 identify how magnets are used in our society 

Suggested Activities: 

Try to attach the magnet to the different materials (wood, plastic, aluminum, 

rubber and steel).  Ask students which material the magnet attached to and if a 

magnet will attach to an aluminum can.  

Take a spin on the handle and watch the magnet conveyor move. Machines like 

this one are used to separate some metals from other materials.  

Push the button and watch magnets cause vibration.  

Try to push magnets together and feel the poles of the magnets pushing apart. All 

magnets have two poles (south and north).  A south pole repels a north pole.  

Spin the wheel and see the magnet in the compass move.  The compass needle 

always points north because the earth is a magnet.  

Use the metal detector and test objects for metal.  A detector uses a magnetic 

field to find metal.  
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Imagination Floor Exhibit (2nd Floor) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Air Sorter and Air Toss - Aerodynamics 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science 

Children will: 

 make predictions about flow of air 

 propel an object with air 

 observe wind movement and identify its effect 

 observe how wind changes the motion of objects 

 observe how wind can cause a vibration and therefore sound 

Suggested Activities: 

Pick up an air tube and ask students to predict what will happen when air flows 

across the pin-wheels and into the glove or the tube of packing peanuts.   

Place an air tube against the sound tubes and ask students why sound is made.  

Ask the students if different air tubes make different sounds and why they think 

this is so. The length of the tube affects the pitch of the sound. Air causes 

vibration in the tubes which creates sound that we hear.  Different length tubes 

create different vibrations and therefore different sounds.  

Place an air tube against the air sorter and ask students to predict what will 

happen to the ball.  The ball is propelled forward by the force of the air.  Ask 

students what they think will happen if the air flow is decreased or increased and 

if the ball size and weight were changed.   
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Discovery Corner (Outdoor Classroom) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Reading Nook 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Language and Literacy 

Children will: 

 Listen to or read a story  

 Use a plant guide and plant labels to identify plants in the garden  

 Utilize their senses to explore and words to describe nature 

 Draw and write about something from nature 

 Create letters 

Suggested Activities: 

Ask students to walk the pathways. Encourage them to look, touch and smell 

what they see and return with a description to share with the group. Ask the 

students if they noticed any patterns, shapes or textures.   

Sit down together and read a story and/or use the plant guide to identify plants in 

the garden.  

Visit the raised herb beds and find the labels for each plant. Touch, smell and 

describe the herbs.  

Use clipboards and paper and ask students to draw and/or write about something 

they see from nature.  

Use natural materials (sticks or leaves) to create letters. 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Discovery Corner (Outdoor Classroom) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Building, Digging, Messy materials Area 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Mathematics 

Children will: 

 Estimate, measure, sort, group and count 

 Build with natural materials and identify patterns  

Suggested Activities: 

Fill sand in different sized buckets and then use measuring cups to measure.  

Sort, count and group objects at the building table. 

Complete a build challenge and see which team can build the tallest structure. 

Then, discuss characteristics of the tallest structure and reasons why it stood so 

high. 

Arrange building materials into a symmetrical pattern.  Discuss which items in 

nature have symmetry.  

Estimate and then use the measuring tape to measure objects including their 

length and circumference.  

 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones.  
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Discovery Corner (Outdoor Classroom) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Discovery Pathway 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Science 

Children will: 

 Utilize magnifying glasses to closely observe nature. 

 Use observations to discuss parts of a plant.  

 Visit the toad abodes and bird feeders and discuss what animals need. 

Suggested Activities: 

Ask students to walk the pathways. Encourage them to look, touch and smell 

what they see and return with a description to share with the group. Ask the 

students if they noticed any patterns, shapes or textures.  Utilize magnifying 

glasses during this activity. 

Find the plant guide inside the reading nook to help identify plants and parts of 

plants.  

Use clipboards and paper and ask students to draw and/or write about something 

they see from nature or the parts of a plant. 

Visit the toad abodes and bird feeders.  Materials in the reading nook will help 

you learn about the animals that visit these and the things they need to survive.  

Complete a living vs. non-living challenge.  Sit together as a group and ask 

students to point to something that is living and then to something that is not 

living.  

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones. 
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Discovery Corner (Outdoor Classroom) 

Please keep in mind that other families and friends may be experiencing the 

exhibits as well.  Chaperones must lead students through each exhibit to ensure 

the greatest learning potential. 

Nature Art, Music and Movement, Messy Materials Area 

Targeted age level: Pre-K through 2nd Grade 

Learning Objectives: Creative Arts 

Children will: 

 Explore the process of being creative with paint and natural objects. 

 Create and build their own ideas of play with natural objects. 

 Use music and art to play cooperatively  

 

Suggested Activities: 

Paint on the paint wall using sticks from the messy materials area. 

Have the students find a stick inside the messy materials area and make up a 

game for the group to play.  

Create a fairy garden with materials inside the messy materials area. 

Play music together and have students march to the beat and stop when the 

music stops. Split the group into two where half play a beat and the other half 

develop a dance to the beat.  

Have a sing-along. Together sing a song known by the class and then add the 

musical instruments.  

 

These activities are intended to be completed as a team and led by chaperones. 


